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SUBJECT: FRG MEDIA COVERAGE REPORTING EXCHANGE OF 
LETTERS BETWEEN THE SECRETARY AND WILLY BRANDT 

BEGIN SUMMARY: ON FEBRUARY 2, THE GERMAN MEDIA REPORTED 
AN EXCHANGE OF LETTERS IN MID- JANUARY BETWEEN SECRETARY 
KISSINGER AND SPD CHAIRMAN BRANDT CONCERNING COMMUNIST 
PARTICIPATION IN WEST EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS. "SPIEGEL' 1 
CITED THE KISSINGER LETTER AS EVIDENCE THAT THE 
SECRETARY WAS NOT CRITICAL OF THE SPD. IT SEEMS LIKELY 
THAT SPD HEADQUARTERS LEAKED THE STORY IN AN ATTEMPT 
TO DIFFUSE CDU/CSU CRITICISM OF WILLY BRANDT'S POSITION 
ON THE ISSUE OF RELATIONS WITH COMMUNIST PARTIES. END 
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1 . A THREE COLUMN ARTICLE IN THE FEBRUARY 2 "DER 
SPIEGEL" ENTITLED "DISCRETE CONTACTS” REPORTS 

A JANUARY EXCHANGE OF LETTERS BETWEEN SECRETARY 
KISSINGER AND SPD CHAIRMAN BRANDT. THE ARTICLE 
DESCRIBED THE DISPUTE BETWEEN THE SPD (CHIEFLY BRANDT) 

AND THE OPPOSITION CONCERNING CONTACTS BETWEEN WEST 
GERMAN POLITICAL LEADERS AND EUROPEAN COMMUNIST FIGURES. 
THE ARTICLE ALSO NOTES THAT BRANDT HAS A "GOOD CHARACTER 
WITNESS" IN THE PERSON OF SECRETARY KISSINGER BY VIRTUE 
OF THE SECRETARY'S LETTER TO BRANDT IN MID- JANUARY. 

2. THE KISSINGER LETTER, ACCORDINQ TO "SPIEGEL", 

PRAISED BRANDT'S AND THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS, PAST SUPPORT 
FOR NATO. THE ARTICLE STATES THAT THE SECRETARY WROTE 
BRANDT THAT SPD POLICIES WERE IN NO WAY THE CAUSE OF 
HIS CONCERN OVER DEVELOPMENTS IN WESTERN EUROPE. 

RATHER, "SPIEGEL” NOTES, THE SECRETARY RECOGNIZED IN 

HIS LETTER THAT BRANDT AND THE SPD HAVE RESISTED 
"TENDENCIES" THAT HAVE NOT BEEN TAKEN SERIOUSLY ENOUGH 
IN OTHER PARTS OF WESTERN EUROPE. 

3. ACCORDING TO THE "SPIEGEL” ARTICLE, THE FOUR-PAGE 
LETTER WAS TRANSMITTED BY AMBASSADOR HILLENBRAND, OPENS 
WITH THE SALUTION "DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN" AND CLOSES WITH 
"WARM REGARDS.” ACCORDING TO THE "FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU" (FEB. 2), THE SECRETARY'S LETTER WAS 
DELIVERED JANUARY 14 AND A REPLY WAS GIVEN TO AMBASSADOR 
HILLENBRAND ON JANUARY 23. SPD SPOKESMAN 

SCHWARTZ CONFIRMED THE EXCHANGE OF LETTERS AS DID 
CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT ON EVENING TELEVISION ON FEB. 2. 

4. COMMENT: THE DISCLOSURE OF AN EXCHANGE OF LETTERS 
WAS OBVIOUSLY LEAKED BY SPD HEADQUARTERS TO DIFFUSE 
CRITICISM FROM THE CDU/CSU OF BRANDT'S STATEMENT IN A 
"SPIEGEL” INTERVIEW DEFENDING "INFORMATION CONTACTS" 
BETWEEN WESTERN EUROPEAN DEMOCRATIC POLITICAL 
LEADERS AND THEIR COMMUNIST COUNTERPARTS. THE 
OPPOSITION HAS PORTRAYED BRANDT'S STATEMENT AS THE 
FIRST STEP DOWN THE SLIPPERY SLOPE LEADING TO 
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COMMUNIST PARTY PARTICIPATION 
IN WEST EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS. 
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